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5f. Patrick's Parish
* Cooma

Catholic hesbgtery
llanay St. ft.0. Bor 166)
cooilA. N.s.w. 2630
Tel.:0648-22062

?6th. November r1985

l,ir" Il.[ax P.owe,
86 }iurrani; jr  Streett

2614.

Dear I{r. R.ouie,

Irm afraid. I  can f ind- no d.etai ls in St. Patrickts recorcls on
the burj-al of Sarah and. Ed-i,iard. F.ove at Round Plain' You
ini cr'lri tr-rlhhe Parish Priest at Aclanina.by or Jind"abyne as ii
u J 6 r t e  U L J

is"possii , te t i tui the buriais cou-J-d be record.ed- in their regis'ters.

I dicr notice ihe.t 'a i{rs. ,Sara Rowe of Berridale d-ied- on the
ZnC-, October, 1914, agecl- 55. She received the last ,Saeraments
and- ciiecl- after confinenient, and. she is buried. ai Gegedgerj-ck
f l  arna* a-nrr

v v 4 J .

This Sara Roi^iets maid-en naix.e was Sarah E]-]-en l{orton of_ Cotiage
C""5tr-tqona"o. She narrieo Ed-ward. i f i ]- ]- iam Rowe, a ba.chelor of
Eorqbaia at l , ir .  D.ldolanrs resid-ence, Bulleiabalong on 22nd-'Arcri l ,

1896e coran Rev '  P.  BJt rne.

Ed_r+arcl l+i l l ian was 35 yeats old- a'u the t ime, and he i ias a Selector
oi l i i r"rO-=fong i ihe?e 3arah, aged. 180 was working as a. Domestic.

nd-trardts parenis rirere Ed-l..rard R.or,u-e, a fattrer, and- Sarah l:'{cIlugh.
-F{i s r,; i fe!s na.rents.r iere Satri-ck lTo:r '-ton, a farreer, and- $arah Read-.
r r r u

The Parisir Pri esi ai Ed-en nigh-c irave a recorcl of tire tsoir'ie-I'{cHugh
i+ec'l-ding on 23rd. i'Iay, 1859, and- tJ:e 'informa'ci-on you are seeki-ng
as io Ihe nanes of the parenis of ihe part ies r ' ias usually
record.ed- in the Church regisiez's.

Tou rnight le-c me know if I can be of an:y further help.

You-rs faithfu-lly,
. 4 ,

{;fvV 6.i^**.r--*
. t

r -=) -

I l i ,  J.  l tc! 'ac-d-en. J
PllRI$I{ Si:,CPJITAI1Y"
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Lansdowne Bridge over ect Creek near Liverpool, N.S.W.
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Edward  and Susan O,Ne i l l



Mr. Ron Flanagan
.'NORTHAM"

Berridale
q-

Dear Mr Flanagan

To-day I telephoned your daughter Gail about identifying some
people in a photograph that I have which was probably taken
around 1945 at SNOWY PLAIN near the Bulls Peak River, .

The photograph was given to me by a lady at a re union of
students in Berridale who attended the Rocky Plain School in
the mid 1950s and one of the persons in the photo is believed to
be my father EDDIE ROWE who lived at Rocky Plain

I have enclosed 2 copies of the photograph; cine for you to keep
and if you do know who some of the people are, perhaps you
could write on the other GoFy, the names and return to me
please. I would love to know the year that the photographs were
taken and who took them and any information about the time
that you can remember, such as the month would be greatly
appreciated.

I understand that the hut was on Flanagans property and that
the land is now owned by John Morrell of Berridale. Do you
know which Flanagan owned the property

I drove up to the hut site in April this year, however it was
squashed by snow in 1964. Enclosed is a copy of a photo that I
took of a sign that I madfor the hut site. There is a new hut about
25 yards away that was built by a person named GRUNSDAND
who now lives in Berridale.



I have enclosed a stamped self addreseed envelope for your
convenience.

I look forward to your reply.

Regards

Max Rowe
86 Murranji St.
Hawker A C T 2614 maxrowe@grapevine.net.au ph 62
544 994
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This is a re-typed copy of a memorandum copied by Max Rowe while working for the SMHEA in
Cooma, probably copied around 1959
It concerns the sisters of his grandmother and is in connection with the acquisition of their rural
properly''Frying Pan Creek" near Adaminaby due to the construction of
Eucumbene Dam which would inundate the property. All prices are in pounds which need to be
doubled to convert to dollars.Authority means Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Authority

TO: Senior Property Officer

FROM: A/ Property Officer

Property of Misses A. and S. O'Neill

Ff LE; e q322

28th. October, 1957

The first conference in connection with the property at Frying Pan Creek near
Adaminaby, was held on 2nd.February 1956 [ Doc 9]
The authoritys limit for acquisition was 12,000 pounds but the vendors asking
price was18,853 pounds .
[26 pounds per acre] The Miss O'Neills did not reduce their asking price during
the conference and afterwards their Solicitor
advised that they were anxious to obtain 25 pounds per acre.
Another conference was held on the 8th. August, 1956. No agreement could be
could be reached as to the price, and it was arranged
that the Miss O'Neills should lease the property for 12 months. Just prior to this
the elder of the three sisters [Maggie] had died and a probate valuation was
made necessary. This was done by Mr. Montague [stock and station agents in
Coomalwho valued the property at 13,875 pounds
. Mr Montague advised that in his opinion13,875 pounds representated the fair
market value of the propefi.

A written offer was received from the vendor's Solicitor on 21st. January, 1957 at
23 pounds per acre. This was rejected by the Authority
and another conference was held on 21st January ,19571, [Doc. 17.] This was a
long and difficult conference and at the end it was understood that
the Miss O;Neills would accept 15,000 pounds [approximately 2l pounds per
acrel. This offer was not accepted. Another conference was held
on 3rd.October 1957. The two sisters disputed that they had ever agreed to sell
the property for 15,000 pounds and the youngest Miss O;Neill
stated that she had been sick for 10 months and if she had said 15,000 pounds it
was because she was sick and did not know what she
was saying. They claimed 23 pounds per acre was their bedrock. [16,686
pounds and 10 shillingsl. After a great deal of discussion I told the Miss O'Neills
that the Authority would not pay their asking price and suggested that the matter
be referred to an independant arbitrator for a decision.
They were suspicious of this suggestion and they rejected each of the arbitrators



suggested by either the Solicitor or myself because none of them knew the value
of the property and they would be out to help the Authority and talk them into
selling the property at below its realvalue.
From further discussions it was obvious that they would be unwilling to accept
any arbitrator's decision that was less than 23 pounds per
acre.

f I told the Miss O'Neills that the Authority was concerned about the number of
f rabbits on the property and asked if the lessee had got them down.
{ Miss O'Neill said that the lessee had caught the rabbits and that they were Eric

Delany's rabbits. She knew that they were Eric Delany's
because they were as large as foxes, had big ears and canied Delany's spots.
Mr.Delany and Mr. Ossie Kennedy own properties adjoining the Miss O'Neills
and both are frequently accused of opening the boundary fences and dddng
their rabbits into the Miss O'Neills property
At this stage Mr.Dunstan, their Solicitor, said that he had another appointment
and asked us to continue negotiations in an adjacent room.
After a great deal of argument, the Miss O'Neills said that they would accept
15,000 pounds plus compensation for disburbance.
After a little more argument I arranged for them to sign the attached letter of offer
which stated that they are prepared to sell for 15,000 pounds.

Since the Authority's valuation was made in 1955, increased values for this class
of country have become effective. The Authority has made some recent
purchases of comparable country at higher values than were adopted in the
valuation of this property.
Three of the recent sales are of property adjoining the Miss O'Neills and another
is within half a mile of the subject block. These sales
together with others of comparable country are quoted on the attached
statement 1 and now show an average sheep area value of
11 pounds 5 shillings. A sheep area value of 10 pounds was used in the
valuation

In my valuation I adopted a carrying capacity of 770 sheep and sheep
equivalents, this may be conservative in view of the following;-

[a] The Pastures Protection Board returns for the 10 year period 1945 to 1954,
show an average carrying capacity of 816 sheep and 40 large stock or 1056
sheep and sheep equivalents. This would include a proportion of lambs.

[b] The area of the summer and winter carrying as shown by Pastures
Protection Board and income tax retums is717 sheep. I have no income tax
figures for large stock, but the mean average would probably be 30. The carrying
capacity on this basis is 897 sheep and sheep equivalents.

[c] The probate Valuer, Mr. Montague, adopted 950 sheep and sheep
equivalents.



[d] Messrs andHickman of the SMHEA Propefi Branch estimated a carrying
capacity of 725 sheep and 30 cattle with the rabbits out. This is equivalent to 905
sheep and sheep equivalents.

[e] The previous lessee of the property advised that it had carriedT2S sheep and
40 cattle during the past 12 months and that in his opinion this was a reasonable
carrying capacity. This is equivalent to 965 sheep and sheep equivalents.

The rabbits are better under control than for many years and it seems that an
increase in the present carrying capacity is warranted.
I am preparred to adopt the the estimate of Messrs. Ross and Hickman that is
905 sheep and sheep eqUivalents as being the present carrying capacity of the
property.

On the basis of recent sales [Statement 1 ]and the revised carrying capacity, the
value of the property is calculated as follows;-
905 sheep at 11 pounds persheep area = 9,955 pounds
structures 3,272 pounds
disturbance 1,322 pounds
Totaf 14,549

Say 14,550 pounds

ff the usual 10o/o lor disturbances was added to the probate valuation of 13,875
pounds, the value becomes 15,262 pounds.

I am satisfied that 14,550 pounds represents a reasonable value of the property

on the present market including the usual allowance for disturbance. In this case,

aditional disturbance is suffered as the owners are two spinsters who have lived

in the district all their lives and who can obtain a reasonable income from the
grazing rights and at the same time live very frugally on the property. The
younger of the two

is over 70. In view of the circumstances, the 15,000 pounds asked by the

vendors seems a reasonable price to pay.

The Miss O'Neills are arranging to lease the property privately as a result there is

no urgency for the Authority to buy as they will be receiving

a reasonable income and inundation is not expected to occur before December

1959. A good lessee will keep the rabbits down and the propefi's carrying



capacity should improve during the next two seasons.

The present offer of 15,000 pounds aftermuch difficult bargainig during which the

bad rabbit position was conconstantly referred to to

get the price down. lf this offer is not accepted it may be withdrawn and it is

unlikely that another price could be negotiated when the rabbits are down and

the block is carrying more stock than it has done during the last few years.

RECOMMENDATION

As I am satisfied that 15,000 pounds is the Miss O'Neills bed-rock price and that

it represents a reasonable settlement in view of allthe

circumstances, the following is recommendd;-

[a] The offer of the Miss O'Neills to sell their property to the Authority for 15,000

pounds be accepted

tbl The purchase price to be in full satisfaction of all claims for severence

,disturbance, occupation or on any other account.

[c] That on settlement, the vendors be given a lease on the Authority;s usual

terms and be allowed to assign to anassignee acceptable to

the Authority
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